
SILICON VALLEY CHEMIST
MARCH 2026

VOLUME 49 NO. 3

TABLE OF CONTENTS

continued on next page

To join our Silicon Valley ACS special award team of judges at the Synopsys Championship on 
March 10, 2026 in San Jose, please contact us.  We welcome participants from all chemistry-related 
fields.  

As an ACS volunteer judge, you will be able to see the incredible level of focus, energy, sophistication, 
intelligence, commitment, and diversity in students who participate in science fairs. These are our 
science stars of tomorrow, and they need to be encouraged. It takes just one day of your time to judge 
at a local science fair – and all but one (San Mateo STEM Fair) are in person. Our local science fairs need 
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Volunteer Judges Needed 
for Local Science Fairs in 2026

Paving the Path: 
Virtual Career Panel & Pizza-fueled Watch Parties

March 16, 2026  4:30-6:30 PM

Calling all community college and transfer students interested in 
chemistry-related fields!

Silicon Valley American Chemical Society (SVACS) invites you to interact 
with a career panel of 4 chemistry professionals, all of whom began their 
educational journeys at community colleges.  They will highlight their unique 
professional journeys and tell us their stories of resilience and determination.  
This year’s panelists are 

MAGI YASSA, Materials Chemist, National Lab 
RICKI MENARD, Chemical Technician, Industry 

DAVID SANTIAGO, Graduate Student, Academia 
LISA OLSHANSKY, Associate Professor, Academia

This virtual career panel can be accessed by Zoom on your own or at an in-
person watch party at:

● Cabrillo College
● California State University – Monterey Bay
● DeAnza College
● Evergreen Valley College
● Foothill College
● Gavilan College
● Hartnell College
● West Valley College

The in-person watch parties will also include refreshments (read: pizza), networking, and ACS swag. 
Register by March 15 with your choice of watch party location so we order enough food. All registrants 
will be contacted by email with the Zoom link and the location of the watch party on their choice of 
campus (if applicable). See the flier on page 3. Download and share the flyer.

Can't make it to the watch party? Register & get the link to join us on your own by Zoom. Looking 
forward to an animated evening of inspirational stories and pizza-fueled conversation! 

https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/about/contact/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrR8O8RP3zEiuQz9aOZgr9AZkbzZz4GI-DfA6C1C5CCJFjqQ/viewform?usp=header
https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Paving-the-Path-CareerPanel-and-WatchParties-Flyer-revised-2March2026.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrR8O8RP3zEiuQz9aOZgr9AZkbzZz4GI-DfA6C1C5CCJFjqQ/viewform?usp=header
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The ACS Spring 2026 Virtual Platform is officially available.  To access the full virtual platform, you 
must be signed in with your ACS ID.  ACS President Rigoberto Hernadez offers a few tips on how you can 
take advantage of all the content available to you on the platform.

Watch this Video

ACS Spring Meeting 2026:
Collaborate, Innovate, Transform

Atlanta, Georgia & Virtual, March 22-26, 2026
https://www.acs.org/events/spring.html

category awards judges, especially in the areas 
of biology, chemistry, microbiology, and all areas 
of informatics. Science fairs put a human face 
on chemistry – make it yours by volunteering!  
Graduate students and Post-docs are welcomed, 
too.

All of our local science fairs are qualifiers for 
the California State Science & Engineering Fair 
and either the Thermo Fisher Scientific Junior 
Innovators Challenge (previously Broadcom 
MASTERS) (middle schoolers) or the Regeneron 
ISEF (International Science and Engineering Fair) 
(high schoolers) which will be held this year in 
Phoenix, Arizona.  No matter which local fair(s) you 
choose, please volunteer now!  
●  Synopsys Championship, Santa Clara County, 

March 10, 2026, San Jose Convention Center
●  San Mateo County Office of Education STEM 

Fair, March 14, 2026, virtual format
●  Santa Cruz County STEAM Expo, March 28, 

2026, Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds 
●  Golden Gate STEM Fair,  March 8, 2026 for High 

School and March 22, 2026 for Middle School, 
Randall Museum, San Francisco

●  Alameda County Science and Engineering Fair, 
March 14, 2026, Chabot College, Hayward 
Campus

Judges Needed for Local Science Fairs, continued from 
front page

Local Science Fairs in Bay Area

https://csef.usc.edu/
https://www.societyforscience.org/jic/
https://www.societyforscience.org/jic/
https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/
https://science-fair.org/judges-3/
https://stemfair.net/
https://stemfair.net/
https://santacruzcoe.org/educational-services/curriculum-instruction/programs-services/academic-competitions/steamexpo/
https://ggstemfair.org/
https://www.acsef.org/judges
https://www.acs.org/events/spring.html
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/attend/registration.html
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1312
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1270
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1277
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/attend/ways-to-attend.html
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/attend/travel.html
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/attend/hotel.html
https://akamai-opus-nc-public.digitellcdn.com/acs/wysiwyg-assets/69234992c3b02f1e456c6af197259405a2095624f04b39e070a68d095e371b57.pdf
https://akamai-opus-nc-public.digitellcdn.com/acs/wysiwyg-assets/69234992c3b02f1e456c6af197259405a2095624f04b39e070a68d095e371b57.pdf
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1308
https://experienceatl.com/attendconference?content_uid=106533
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/program/schedule-overview.html
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/program/keynote-events.html
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1271?tags=517.598
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/attend/attendee-resources.html
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/attend/first-time-attendees.html
https://www.gwcca.org/interactive-floor-plans
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1338
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1337
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1271?facilities=85
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/attend/exposition.html
https://s23.a2zinc.net/clients/Chemical/S2026Expo/Public/EventMap.aspx?shMode=E&ID=1218
https://s2026expo.smallworldlabs.com/exhibitors
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1271
https://acs.digitellinc.com/p/s/acs-spring-2026-program-for-printdownload-658346
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/attend/faq.html
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/about/policies.html
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/presenters.html
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1290
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/presenters/scimeetings.html
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/exhibit/registration-statistics.html
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/exhibit/attendee-demographics.html
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1292
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1291
https://www.acs.org/funding/awards/chemluminary.html
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1271?tags=481
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/program/career-events.html
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/program/events-and-networking.html
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1270
https://acs.digitellinc.com/live/36/page/1270
https://stemfair.net/


Download and share the flyer

https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Paving-the-Path-CareerPanel-and-WatchParties-Flyer-revised-2March2026.pdf


 
	  
	  
		   
		   
 
	

- March 2026 -

Mar 4	 How to Build Smarter Polymer Nanocomposites	  
	 Co-sponsored by ACS Webinars and ACS Division of Polymer Chemistry 
	 11:00 am-12:30 pm, Online, Free, Available on-demand

Mar 5	 Careers & Internships at U.S. National Laboratories (ACS Virtual  
		  Office Hours) 
	 Sponsored by ACS Careers 
	 9:00-10:30 am, Online, Free, Registration required

Mar 5	 Navigating Career Disruption: Reframe, Adapt, and Reengineer 
	 Sponsored by ACS Webinars and ACS Women Chemists Committee 
	 11:00 am – Noon, Online, Free, Registration required

Mar 6           	Codemaker: CRISPR’s Origins and Applications (The 52nd Annual  
		  Linus Pauling Lectureship) 
	 Jennifer Doudna, Ph.D. 
	 Sponsored by Stanford Department of Structural Biology 
	 4:00-5:00 pm, Stanford University, Sapp Center Auditorium (STLC 111) 	
	 Learn more

Mar 8 	 Risk Management in the Research Lab - ACS CHAS Workshop 
	 Sponsored by ACS Division of Chemical Health & Safety 
	 12 pm to 3:30 pm, Online, $25/participant, Registration required

Mar 9	 Silicon Valley ACS Executive Committee Meeting 
	 Sponsored by the Silicon Valley ACS local section 
	 7:00-8:30 pm, Hybrid & in-person, Free, Guests welcome:  
		  contact Chair to attend

Mar 11	 Teaching Forensic Chemistry from a Mastery Perspective (AACT  
		  Webinar) 
	 Sponsored by American Association of Chemistry Teachers 
	 4:00-5:00 pm, Online, Free, Registration required

Mar 16	 Paving the Path: Virtual Career Panel & Watch Parties for Community  
		  College & Transfer Students in Chemistry-Related Fields 
	 Sponsored by Silicon Valley ACS 
	 4:30-6:30 pm, Hybrid, Free, Registration required | Download flyer

Mar 18	 Careers in Industrial Chemistry - Identifying Your Role in the Value  
		  Chain (ACS Careers Pathway Virtual Workshop) 
	 Sponsored by ACS Careers 
	 9:00-10:30 am, Online, Free, Registration required

Mar 18	 Using Spreadsheets to Explore and Make Sense of Data (AACT  
		  Webinar) 
	 Sponsored by American Association of Chemistry Teachers 
	 4:00-5:00 pm, Online, Free, Registration required

Mar 19	 Turning Waste into Warning: Early Disease Detection through Rapid  
		  GC-FID Analysis of SCFAs 
	 Sponsored by ACS Webinars and ACS Office of Career and  
		  Professional Education 
	 11:00 am-12:15 pm, Online, Free, Registration required

Mar 19	 ECO-BIOMAXX: Biobased, Biodegradable Polyurethane Platform 
	 Rao S. Bezwada, PhD, Founder & CEO, Bezwada Biomedical LLC 
	 Sponsored by Golden Gate Polymer Forum 
	 5:30-6:30 pm, Online, $0/$5 donation, Registration required by  
		  March 18 at 1:00 pm

Mar 22-26	 ACS Spring 2026 National Meeting – Collaborate, Innovate, Transform 
	 Atlanta, GA & Digital, Learn more and register

Mar 26	 Reinventing the Way We Break Down Plastic Waste (SLAC Public  
		  Lecture) 
	 Sponsored by SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory 
	 7:00-8:00 pm, Hybrid, Free, View online or register to attend in person

Mar 29	 Empowering Academic Researchers to Strengthen Safety Culture  
		  (ACS CHAS Workshop) 
	 Sponsored by ACS Division of Chemical Health & Safety 
	 11:30 pm to 2:30 pm, Online, $25/participant, Registration required

- April 2026 -

Apr 6	 Silicon Valley ACS Executive Committee Meeting 
	 Sponsored by the Silicon Valley ACS local section 
	 7:00-8:30 pm, Hybrid & in-person, Free, Guests welcome:  
		  contact Chair to attend

Apr 22 	 Hierarchical Materials Through 3D Printing & Molecular Design  
	 Prof. Emily Davidson, Princeton University 
	 Sponsored by Golden Gate Polymer Forum 
	 5:30-6:30PM; Registration required for Zoom link.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/events/

All Times Given are Pacific Time Zone

https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/events/
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/polymer-nanocomposites.html
https://events.zoom.us/ev/Arkm_OiLHnloSpMJ4YwXwilIntTlImbq7x1JL-UUCdlaNAgK-xjg~Aoho6ZVr9VHKl2Cwzx576JxQrGy3AIJlKmwkIhn_KUNgMg8LqEg8TZ8BAvlxVqjZIxh-RC_MAUvpY5S30gdv3HEOHg
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/navigating-career-disruption.html
https://chemistry.stanford.edu/events/52nd-annual-linus-pauling-lectureship
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/acs-chas-ramp-in-the-research-lab-tickets-1980514970591?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:chair@siliconvalleyacs.org
https://teachchemistry.org/professional-development/webinars/teaching-forensic-chemistry
https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/event/paving-the-path-virtual-career-panel-watch-parties/
https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Paving-the-Path-CareerPanel-and-WatchParties-Flyer-revised-2March2026.pdf
https://events.zoom.us/ev/Ao-dWPwG5Tt-zserPucUvz150JT3TuIA82dwlVsL2ks_jZtne6M8~ApYWBz3dj630jYBUmvBEcE-yCYJ1xgYiKAC-dIGR5zIcYtwMaFJqRt-9bsweszC8YeVcKN_zloRpLpOCwnvRAXARzQ
https://www.acs.org/events/all-events/using-spreadsheets-to-explore-and-make-sense-of-data.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/gc-fid-analysis-of-scfa.html
https://ggpf.org/events/?ee=333
https://ggpf.org/events/?ee=333
https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/event/acs-spring-2026-national-meeting/
https://www6.slac.stanford.edu/events/2026-03-26-reinventing-way-we-break-down-plastic-waste
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/acs-chas-empowering-academic-researchers-to-strengthen-safety-culture-tickets-1980264248675?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:chair@siliconvalleyacs.org
https://ggpf.org/events/?ee=334


●	 ACS150 Mole Squad Member Pins – Collect 
All Three! To mark the ACS 150th anniversary, 
a limited-edition series of three exclusive 
member pins features iconic mole characters 
like you’ve never seen them before. Plan to 
visit the Member Lounge in Atlanta to add these 
limited-edition pins to your collection.

  v    v    v

ACS150 Celebrations and Special Events 
at the ACS Spring 2026 Meeting 

●	 ACS150 Keynote Speaker Announced: Dr. Omar Yaghi, the 2025 Chemistry Nobel Prize Awardee, 
highlights Organic Chemistry and AI for Our Planet, shares the experiences that led to his Nobel Prize, 
and discusses the impact ACS has had on his career.   All Keynote Events are available to view on the 
virtual platform for digital meeting attendees.

●	 Special Events:
o	 ACS Exposition 150th Anniversary Activities and Giveaways
o	 ACS150 Networking Celebration at the ACS Connect Happy Hour
o	 Special Opening Session Honoring ACS 150th Anniversary
o	 Daily ACS150 Programming in the ACS Expo Theatres
o	 ACS150 International Welcome Reception

ACS Celebrates 150 Years
Did you know ACS turns 150 in 2026? These 
videos are part of a yearlong series shaped by 
the American Chemical Society’s (ACS) enduring 
core values — passion for science, inclusion and 
belonging, lifelong learning, and sustainability — 
celebrating the ACS’ 150th anniversary featuring 
ACS members from around the world.  Learn more 
at https://www.acs.org/150

Chemistry is Everything: 150 Years of the 
American Chemical Society

Watch video on YouTube
“ACS is a nonprofit organization established by a 
congressional charter in 1876. Since then, ACS has 
supported and connected scientists from around 
the world and fostered innovation in chemistry. 
Together, we will envision the future and celebrate 
150 years of chemistry all year long.”

Why integrity matters in science

Watch Video on YouTube
“Mireille Kamariza, Ph.D., witnessed the impact 
of tuberculosis and health inequities up close 
growing up in Burundi. Now as an Assistant 
Professor of Bioengineering at UCLA creating 
diagnostics for infectious diseases, she knows 
exactly how essential it is to conduct research, 
communicate science, and distribute technology 
with integrity.”

●	 ACS 150 Anniversary Community Service 
Project: ACS is partnering with the West Atlanta 
Watershed Alliance for the first‑ever ACS Spring 
Community Service Project. This experience, 
part of ACS sesquicentennial celebrations, 
honors scientists’ long‑standing commitment 
to advancing environmental preservation. 
Watch the video to learn more about how 
this immersive experience will bring together 
chemists, engineers, students, and local leaders 
to explore how chemistry can heal communities and ecosystems in West Atlanta.

ACS Fellows Nominations Open February 23 to April 23, 2026
“The American Chemical Society (ACS) Fellows Program was created by the ACS Board of Directors in December 2008 to 

recognize members of the ACS for outstanding achievements in and contributions to science, the profession, and the Society. 
Read more about the program purpose here.

The ACS Fellows Program is moving to a new online nomination platform that will provide an enhanced user experience 
and increase long-term system stability. Due to this transition, the nomination window for the 2026 Class of ACS Fellows will be 
open from February 23 to April 23, 2026. Until the new platform launches, we encourage you to utilize the online nomination 
template to prepare your materials for submission. If you have any questions, please reach out to fellows@acs.org.

The 2026 Class of ACS Fellows will be announced in C&EN in July 2026 and celebrated at ACS Fall 2026 in August 2026 in 
Chicago.”  Learn more and watch the ‘How to Webinar for Nominators’ Video | View slides

https://www.acs.org/150
https://youtu.be/5_d6VUnbig4?si=M5-u5Sc_0HiwOOHc
https://youtu.be/ntxOu0yIiWs?si=nNCuQzi4e6uShUS0
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/program/keynote-events.html?sc=260127_ad_reg_acsnative_mtg_SPR26_Website#acs150
https://vimeo.com/1040633666?sc=260130_em_reg_mtg_SPR26_Yaghi_Attendee&elqE=16604&elqC=9821
https://www.acs.org/events/spring/program/events-and-networking.html?sc=260130_em_reg_mtg_SPR26_Yaghi_Attendee&elqE=16604&elqC=9821#agenda
https://www.acs.org/funding/awards/acs-fellows/program-purpose.html
https://www.acs.org/funding/awards/acs-fellows/nominations.html
mailto:fellows@acs.org
https://www.acs.org/funding/awards/acs-fellows.html
https://www.acs.org/content/dam/acsorg/events/service/2020-03-04-acs-fellows.pdf
https://www.acs.org/funding/awards/acs-fellows/nominations.html


Apply for a 2026 CSA Trust Grant
Deadline: April 17, 2026

The Chemical Structure Association (CSA) 
Trust is an internationally recognized organization 
that promotes the critical importance of chemical 
information to advances in chemical research.  In 
support of its charter, the Trust has created a Grant 
Program and is now inviting the submission of 
grant applications for 2026.
Purpose of the Grants 

The Grant Program was created to fund 
the career development of young researchers 
who demonstrate excellence in their education, 
research or development activities that are 
related to the systems and methods used to store, 
process and retrieve information about chemical 
structures, reactions and compounds. One or 
more Grants is awarded annually up to a total 
combined maximum of ten thousand U.S. dollars 
($10,000). Grantees have the option of payments 
being made in U.S. dollars or in British Pounds 
equivalent to the U.S. dollar amount. Grants are 
awarded for specific purposes, and within one 
year each grantee is required to submit a brief 
written report detailing how the grant funds were 
allocated. Grantees are requested to recognize the 
support of the Trust in any paper or presentation 
that is given because of that support.
Who is Eligible? 

Applicant(s) in the early stages of their career 
who have demonstrated excellence in their 
chemical information related research and who 
are developing careers that have the potential 
of a positive impact on the utility of chemical 
information relevant to chemical structures, 
reactions, and compounds, are invited to submit 
applications. Applicants must be within five years 
of obtaining their PhD. Note that proposals from 
those who have not received a Grant in the past 
will be given preference. While the primary focus 
of the Grant Program is the career development 
of young researchers, additional bursaries may be 
made available at the discretion of the Trust.  All 
requests must follow the application procedures 
noted below and will be weighed against the same 
criteria.
Which Activities are Eligible?

Grants may be awarded to acquire the 
experience and education necessary to support 
research activities, e.g., for travel to collaborate 
with research groups, to attend a conference 
relevant to one’s area of research (including the 

presentation of an already-accepted research 
paper), to gain access to special computational 
facilities, or to acquire unique research techniques 
in support of one’s research. Grants will not be 
given for activities completed prior to the grant 
award date. Funding for 2026 will not be extended 

beyond December 31, 2026.
Deadline for Applications

The deadline for the 2026 Grant applications 
is April 17, 2026. Successful applicants will be 
notified no later than May 30, 2026.
Learn more and apply

The Question No One Taught 
Scientists to Answer

Watch video on YouTube
“After a devastating personal loss, industrial chemist John Warner began asking questions 
his education had never addressed: How do we understand whether something might be 
carcinogenic? How do we know what harm a new molecule might cause?
This video explores how green chemistry emerged from those unanswered questions — and why 
it remains essential to building safer technologies.”

ACS Fall 2026 Meeting in Chicago 
Abstract Submissions are Open

Deadline: March 30, 2026

“The ACS Fall 2026 Meeting will be held in Chicago, IL, and digitally from August 23 – 27, 2026.  ACS 
is now accepting abstracts for #ACSFall2026.  View symposia topics and submit an abstract. Registration 
and housing open in May 2026.

This is a chance to share your research with the chemistry community. It brings together chemistry 
professionals, educators, and students worldwide to discover and share research, network, and advance 
careers. These meetings are an excellent opportunity for professionals and students to showcase their 
work and connect with colleagues in all areas of chemistry.” 

https://csa-trust.org/2026/01/23/applications-invited-for-csa-trust-grants-for-2026/
https://www.acs.org/events/fall.html
https://callforabstracts.acs.org/acsfall2026
https://youtube.com/shorts/oewBSy3Sm6s?si=bfdLFNGtyv_I1p9E


ACS Chemical Health & Safety Division Workshops in March

Learn more and register for this workshop

Learn more and register for this workshop

https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/event/acs-chas-workshop-risk-management-in-the-research-lab/
https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/event/acs-chas-workshop-empowering-academic-researchers-to-strengthen-safety-culture/


SAGE: Science Accelerating Growth and Engagement Camp at SLAC
https://sage.slac.stanford.edu/

Application Period: February 24 - March 16, 2026

“The SAGE Mission is to engage curious and passionate students in STEM and empower them to explore a wide range of possibilities for their future.  SAGE 
Camp at SLAC is a FREE one-week residential/overnight camp for high school girls and boys from all backgrounds.

When: From June 21 to June 27th, 2026
Where: SLAC (Stanford Linear Accelerator National Lab) and Stanford campuses  in Menlo Park and Palo Alto     
How: Students apply online via Kaleidoscope platform      
Application period: From February 24th to March 17th
SAGE Camp is the first step in a student’s SAGE Journey – a path to explore exciting careers that impact the world.  That journey is supported by the SAGE 

community via post-camp events and programs. SAGE Camp at SLAC is one of three SAGE Camps at National Labs in the Bay Area and one of seven SAGE 
Camps at National Labs in the country.”

Recognizing community college science teachers who go above and beyond 
to inspire and support their students to pursue a career in science.

The Silicon Valley ACS Teacher-Scholar Award honors community college 
faculty who demonstrate excellence in teaching, mentoring and scholarship or 
who make impactful contributions to their communities through outstanding 
leadership and service.

The annual SVACS Teacher-Scholar Award spotlights the impactful 

Call for Nominations

Community College Teacher-Scholar Award
Deadline: April 1, 2026

contribution that California community colleges make to furthering the 
future of chemistry by supporting our next generation of scientists. Almost 
51 percent of graduates of the California State University (CSU) system and 
29 percent of the University of California (UC) system transferred from a 
California community college. The majority of these students come from 
economically disadvantaged backgrounds, for whom effective instruction is 
essential. 

Initiated in 2008, the SVACS Teacher-Scholar Award was the first award 
of its kind to recognize specifically community college science educators. The 
rarity of an award in this category and the abundance of qualified candidates 
catalyzed our expanding eligibility beyond our immediate region to include 
chemistry faculty from any of the 116 California community colleges.  The 
monetary award includes funds for travel to a chemistry-related event.

SVACS encourages all readers to identify and nominate qualified 
community college faculty.  Nominations are being accepted through April 
1, 2026.

More information and an online nomination form can be found on the 
Silicon Valley ACS Teacher-Scholar Award page.

https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/awards-funding/teacher-scholar/
https://sage.slac.stanford.edu/
https://apply.mykaleidoscope.com/scholarships/SAGE-Camp2025
https://mysagejourney.org/


ACS Policy Position Statements: Policies Updated in 2025 and Input 
Requested for Policies Expiring in 2026

Deadline: June 2, 2026
“The purpose of ACS position statements is to 

communicate ACS’s stance on a topic by addressing 
policy areas that are important for the chemical 
(and broader scientific) enterprise. Statements 
also serve to articulate the organization’s broader 
perspective, inform public discourse, and guide 
actions across ACS’s public affairs efforts. ACS’s 23 
position statements are reviewed on a staggered 
3-year cycle.

The American Chemical Society updated 
eight of its 23 policy statements in 2025. These 
statements reflect ACS’s official positions on 
important issues and provide a way to help address 
national and global challenges. ACS committees, 
along with member input, help develop the 
statements, which are then approved by the ACS 
Board of Directors.”
Statements reviewed and updated in 2025 were:

● 	Science Education Policy
● 	Chemical Risk Assessment and Regulatory 

Decision Making
● 	Global Climate Change
● 	Ensuring Access to High-Quality Science
● 	Forensic Science
● 	Proposal Peer Review: Ensuring High-Quality 

Science
● 	Safety in the Chemistry Enterprise
● 	Employment Non-Discrimination

Read more in this C&EN article
ACS Committees Seek Member Input on 
Position Statements

“Eight ACS position statements are set to 
expire at the end of 2026.

We draw on the expertise of the ACS 
community and encourage members to review 
the expiring statements and offer their thoughts 
and comments to the ACS committees considering 
revisions, as well as provide input on other 
statements that should be developed or changed.

All feedback should be submitted by June 1.  
The responsible parties revise and reconcile 
any recommendations by the August national 

meeting. Any feedback received after this date will 
be considered but potentially not included. 

All suggestions will be reviewed by position 
statement writing teams and ACS Government 
Affairs staff members, and relevant edits will be 
included amongst the proposed updates. Once 
reviewed by a writing team, position statements 
are reviewed by the relevant governance 
committees before finally being approved by the 
ACS Board of Directors. 
The following are links to the statements up for 
review:

●	 A Competitive US Business Climate
●	 Intellectual Property
●	 Science and Technology in the Budget
●	 Visas for Scientific Collaboration and 

Academic Study
●	 Critical Materials

●	 Sustainability and the Chemistry Enterprise
●	 Freedom of International Scientific Exchange
●	 Environmental and Community Health and the 

Chemical Enterprise
Comments and suggestions on any of these 
topics should be submitted to: policy@acs.org

If you’re interested in getting involved with 
this policy review process, please follow this link to 
learn more and see how you can contribute your 
expertise to this important advocacy tool. Visit 
ACS’ Science Advocacy page to learn more other 
advocacy efforts underway at ACS and how you 
can get involved. 

If you are interested in participating more 
directly in the broader ACS governance process, 
please visit this page about ACS National 
Committees and fill out the Committee Preference 
Form to be considered.”

Call for Nominations

2026 Abraham Ottenberg Service Award
Silicon Valley ACS Local Section

Deadline: May 31, 2026

The Ottenberg Award is presented annually to a member of our local section for 
outstanding service to the section.  

Nominations include the nominee's biography, description of the service(s) for which 
the member is nominated, and a discussion or evaluation of the service to be recognized 
by the award.  Nominations are not retained for subsequent years, but re-nominations are 
accepted for consideration.  Previous recipients are not eligible to receive it again.

Please send your nomination by May 31, 2026 to PFRusch@aol.com or by postal mail 
to:

Chair, Ottenberg Award Selection Committee
Silicon Valley Section

American Chemical Society
P.O. Box 395

 Palo Alto, CA 94302-0395
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Interested in Serving on an ACS National Committee in 2027? 
Deadline: July 6, 2026

The process for selecting ACS Council–related committee appointments 
for 2027 is now underway. If you are interested in serving on an ACS 
Committee, please complete the online committee preference form, which 
allows you to indicate your committee interests, background, and relevant 
experience.

The form is available at http://www.cmte.acs.org and will remain open 
through July 6, 2026.
As you submit your preferences, please keep the following in mind:

•	 Individuals completing a term or reaching a committee’s statutory limit 
are strongly encouraged to submit the form to reaffirm their interest in 
continued service.

•	 Your ACS membership must be in good standing to complete your 
committee preferences. 

•	 Please select only those committees for which you can actively engage 
and attend meetings, whether virtually or in person. ACS committees 
are working committees; attendance (virtually or in-person) and 
participation at committee and subcommittee meetings are important. 

•	 Most initial appointments are one year, non voting associate positions. 
Associates must submit the form each year to be considered for 
reappointment.

•	 Consultants are appointed for one year terms and must have a clearly 
defined role or project.

o	 Associates and consultants participate fully in discussions and 
subcommittee work but do not vote on official committee motions.

As part of the appointment process, the Committee on Committees 
(ConC) seeks broad representation across the Society. Diverse backgrounds, 
experiences, and perspectives help ensure ACS remains effective and forward 
looking.

All preference submissions are reviewed by ConC as it prepares 
recommendations during the ACS Fall Meeting. Final appointments are made 
by the ACS President and/or Board Chair in late fall. While not all applicants can 
be appointed, each submission will receive full consideration.

If you need assistance, please contact the Office of the Secretary at 
secretary@acs.org. Thank you for your interest and for your service to the 
Society.
Sincerely,
Brian Mathes, Chair, ACS Committee on Committees (ConC) and
Carmen Valdez Gauthier, Chair, Committee Appointment Systems 
Improvement (CASI) Working Group

v         v         v

ACS Chemical Health & Safety Journal
As of January 2026, all articles are free to read and 

free for authors to publish open access

ACS Chemical Health & Safety reports on chemical safety, security, risk assessment and 
management, incident case studies and hazard warnings, and other influential safety topics.

As of January 1, 2026, all articles published in ACS Chemical Health & Safety are Diamond Open 
Access – entirely free to read and free to publish, with all associated costs covered by the American 
Chemical Society.  Read more about this change to journal:
Editorial by Editor-in-Chief, Mary Beth Mulcahy
About the Journal
ACS Open Science
ACS Chemical Health & Safety quick links: ACS Editors' Choice | Editorials Reviews | Methods/
Protocols | Collections | ACS Center for Lab Safety | C&EN’s Safety Topic | Committee on Chemical 
Safety | Division of Chemical Health and Safety
Learn more about safety: Free Laboratory Safety eTextbook | J. Chem. Ed. Commentary about Lab 
Safety eTextbook (free to read) | Watch Safety Videos & Webinars | ACS Safety Summits | Author 
Guidelines - Safety Considerations for ACS Pubs |  ACS Advocacy – Science in the Public Policy Arena 
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Coke Just Revolutionized Coke

Watch video on YouTube | View sources

“In a previous Reactions episode about Mexican Coca-Cola, our host, George, made a  
bold claim: that Mexican Coke contains no unhydrolyzed sugar.. Two chemistry professors 
challenged us on that claim, so George visits their lab to run definitive tests on their  
high-end instruments. During which, he unwittingly discovers that Coca-Cola may be 
keeping a major achievement secret.”

C H E M I S T R Y   

You might smell me if you cut yourself.  
What molecule am I?

Quiz

Answer

New SVACS Members

Welcome to the Silicon Valley Section of ACS

Each month, our Silicon Valley local ACS section receives a spreadsheet from national ACS with 
the names of members new to our section. The members are either new to ACS, have transferred in 
from other areas, or are the newest chemists - students. As a welcoming gesture, the SVACS Executive 
Committee offers new members free attendance at a catered SVACS event. Come join us at our in-person 
gatherings. To register as our guest for a catered event, contact us directly to receive complimentary 
admission for you and a friend.

Join us for an outreach activity, like judging a science fair, proctoring the high school Chemistry 
Olympiad, or participating in National Chemistry Week hands-on experiments.  

The Silicon Valley local section is a volunteer organization. 
Attend an event, volunteer to help, and get to know your local fellow chemists!
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Xianhuang Zeng

Contributors 
to this Issue

Grace Baysinger

Eefei Chen

Jane Frommer

Natalie McClure

Peter Rusch

Madalyn Radlauer

Maureen Scharberg

Jigisha Shah

https://youtu.be/UC6bv6Ies3A?si=53pq54zXzdCob6Ns
https://www.acs.org/pressroom/reactions/library/mexican-coke-problem-solved.html
https://www.acs.org/pressroom/reactions/library/coke-wars.html
https://www.acs.org/molecule-of-the-week/archive/o/1-octen-3-one.html
https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/about/contact/


The Silicon Valley Section of the American Chemical Society is the copyright owner of all material published in The Silicon Valley Chemist. No part of this publi-
cation may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage 
and retrieval system, without advance permission in writing from the editor, particularly for commercial purposes. Authorization to photocopy items for limited 
internal or personal use, or the limited internal or personal use of specific clients, is granted by the Executive Committee of the Silicon Valley Section of the 
American Chemical Society.

Useful ACS Links

About | News | Social Tools

Future National Meetings 

Upcoming Events | Webinars

C&EN Jobs | Career Resources

Membership | Member Benefits

Funding & Awards

Governance | Advocacy

Ethical & Professional Guidelines

Publications | C&EN | CAS

Communities | Green Chemistry

Local Sections | Science Outreach

Students and Educators

ACS Institute | Center for Lab Safety

Inclusion and Belonging in Chemistry 

Volunteer | Donate

Contact us: https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/ 
	  about/contact/

Website: https://www.siliconvalleyacs.org/

Sign up: Newsletter

LinkedIn

facebook.com/SiValleyACS

@SiValleyACS

P.O. Box 395, Palo Alto, CA 94302 

Enlarge this image | Download PDF version | Read associated article
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